
This newsletter is produced by Malcolm Baxter with the blessing of Martin and Amy Lamb. 

 

 

1 

Shepherd’s Arms Newsletter  
 September 2011 

 

 
 

News From Martin & Amy 

 
Greetings from the beautiful tropics.  
August has been an interesting month with 
new opportunities opening up to us.  Three 
years ago a university catering for 
Japanese students was opened near our 
orphanage.  Their campus (a whopping 50 
hectare property) was brought to allow for 
future growth of the school.  The business 
plan for the school was a well thought out 
plan that required strict quality control of 
all food consumed by the live-in students. 
Over time the director of the school has 
become a friend of S/Arms and has 
brought some food weekly for the children. 
Amazed by the organic gardens we have 
and the way we raise our livestock, he 
asked if we would consider providing pork 
for the university campus on a weekly 
basis (6 pigs per week).  He has offered a 
contract to us to supply this.  We have 
agreed to do this by using the rear part of 
our property and will erect further housing 
for the animals there. By January 2012 we 
will be ready to provide the weekly quota 
required by the university.  What this 
means to us is no small thing, as the profit 
after all loss and expenses will cover all of 
the current financial needs of the 
orphanage.  This will free up all of the 
money coming into S/Arms so we can help 
more children.  Our dream and vision has 
been to become an internally self 
supporting orphanage able to grow in a  
sustainable way, and not continually 
depending on just foreign support. 

To make this happen we need help to 
raise start up funding of $NZ4500.  This 
money will provide the new housing and 
buy all feed supplies and the piglets for the 
first 4 months.  After this period of time the 
first batch of animals will be ready and 
then weekly thereafter.  As the animals go 
out weekly they will be replaced with new 
piglets and so on.   We do believe this is 
God’s plan and ask you would help make 
this happen.  The opportunity is before us.  
The financial future of S/Arms can be 
benefited in a way like never before. 
 
God bless you all,    
Martin 
 
If you would like to contribute to the 
start up fund for the pork raising 
venture you can contribute to 
Shepherd’s Arms account (ASB - A/C 
name: Shepherds Arms Foundation- 12 
3223 0035597 00) directly through 
online banking.  Please also send 
Martin and Amy a brief email advising 
of your gift ma12lamb@yahoo.com  
 
 
Cris and Marcy Share 
1. Our Goats  

 
One of our female goat delivered two kids, 
the caretaker of the goat is Gerwin. 
Everyday he get food (grasses) to feed 
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them. As of now we had fifteen goats all in 
all. 
 
2.  Our hanging house  

 
Our hanging house now is complete. A 
great effort by Cris, Reynel and all boys. 
We are enjoying using it everyday 
because it’s a cooler place to relax and 
sometimes have our lunch and snacks.  
 

 
 
3.  The Garden 
We have harvested pechay, peanuts, okra 
and cucumber. We enjoy eating these, 
they are such a great blessings from God 
and completely organically grown. The 
girls cultivate the plots in order to plant 
new vegetables.  
 

 
 
4.  Our pigs  
The five pigs are now more or less 30 kg 
each  

 

 
A Letter From Mikkee 
Hello everyone! I am Mikkee Jane Curib, 
I’m 16 yrs of age, and currently studying at 
the University of Bohol for a “Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing”. I am the child who left 
the children’s home last December 24, 
2009 due to some misunderstandings 
between our previous guardian and my 
parents.  I came back to the Shepherd’s 
Arms last April 7, 2011.  My parents could 
not afford to support me at home. 
              
Luckily, I am here  again at Shepherd’s 
Arms enjoying the big change of the 
management compared to the previous 
one. Here we  are taught by Uncle Cris 
and Auntie Mercy about what is right. They 
show us how to do household chores and 
care for our livestock (goats, chickens and 
pigs) as a demonstration of good ways to 
living for our future. 
 
We would like to thanks for our sponsors 
who are always supporting the ministry 
and also those with open heart who 
volunteer help in wonderful ways to us. 
Thank you once again.  
God bless you again 
 
Sponsorship Support 
Would you prayerfully consider whether 
you could provide the sponsorship of 
$30.00 per month to meet the cost of a 
child’s care or talk to a friend who might 
also consider this as a possibility. Ideally 
we look for 2 sponsors for each child.  Just 
email Jin and Fern Phoon at 
info.shepherdsarms@gmail.com if this is 
something you can become involved in. 

 

 
Prayer Needs 
Please pray: 

1. For new sponsors  
2. For start-up finance for raising the pigs 
3. For Cris and Marcy and their 

leadership team at Shepherd’s Arms  
4. For the building work to be completed  
5.   For good health. Cris and Marcy  
      particularly need our prayer covering 
6.   Successful study for the children 
7.   Daily needs  
8.   Martin and Amy as they carry the  
      vision for Shepherd’s Arms

  


